Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 SAN JO 00277 201808Z 
ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 DHA-02 
/058 W 

210320Z 118105/66 

R 201613Z JAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6225 
INFO AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
AMEMBASSY MANAGUA 
AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 
AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA 
AMEMBASSY PANAMA 

CONFIDENTIAL SAN JOSE 0277 
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SUBJECT: COSTA RICAN-CUBAN CONSULAR AND COMMERCIAL RELATIONS IN 1977 

1 . SUMMARY: PRESIDENT ODUBER HAS STATED PUBLICLY THAT 
GOCR IS STUDYING THE POSSIBILITY OF ESTABLISHING CONSULAR 
RELATIONS AND OPENING COMMERCIAL OFFICES WITH CUBA. ODUBER 
TOLD AMBASSADOR PRIVATELY THAT THIS WILL HAPPEN IN 1977. 

LEGISLATORS OF DIVERSE POLITICAL PERSUASIONS AGREE THAT 
SOME TYPE OF OFFICIAL RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO WILL BE 

A REALITY SHORTLY. END SUMMARY. 

2. PRO-GOVERNMENT DAILY EXCELSIOR REPORTED JANUARY 17 
PRESIDENT ODUBER'S REMARKS THAT THE GOCR IS STUDYING 
THE POSSIBILITY OF RE-ESTABLISHING CONSULAR RELATIONS 
AND OPENING COMMERCIAL OFFICES WITH CUBA. ACCORDING 
TO THIS REPORT. ODUBER INDICATED THAT THE GOCR IS 
PROCEEDING SLOWLY AND THAT THERE WILL BE NO CHANGES FOR 
THE TIME BEING. 
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3. EXCELSIOR INTERVIEWED A NUMBER OF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
DEPUTIES AND FOUND THAT LEGISLATORS OF VARIOUS POLITICAL 
STRIPES ACCEPT THE IDEA OF RELATIONS WITH CUBA, EITHER 
FULL OR JUST COMMERCIAL. NATIONAL ASSEMBLY VICE- 
PRESIDENT ELIAS SOLEY-SOLER NOTED THAT COMMERCIAL 
RELATIONS XETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES HAVE EXISTED FOR 
THE LAST FEW MONTHS. INVARIABLY TRADE 
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WAS CITED AS THE REASON OFFICIAL RELATIONS SHOULD OR 
WILL BE RESUMED SHORTLY. SOME DEPUTIES SUPPORT THE 
UNCONDITIONAL REESTABLISHMENT OF RELATIONS WITH HAVANA; 
OTHERS STATED THAT ISSUE SHOULD BE CONSIDERED WITHIN 
THE CONTEXT OF HUMAN RIGHTS. 

4. ON JANUARY 18. PRESIDENT ODUBER TOLD AMBASSADOR 
THAT COSTA RICA AND CUBA WOULD OPEN COMMERCIAL OFFICES 
AND ESTABLISH CONSULAR RELATIONS IN 1977. 

5. COMMENT: ODUBER'S REMARKS, BOTH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE, 

ARE NOT SURPRISING; 

THERE HAVE BEEN INDICATIONS OF MOVEMENT IN THIS DIREC- 
TION OVER THE PAST YEAR. COSTA RICA SENSES A CHANGE 
IN US POLICY TOWARD CUBA AND DOES NOT WANT TO BE 
BEHIND THE US. NEITHER DOES IT WANT TO BE TOO MUCH 
IN FRONT. FORMAL COMMERCIAL RELATIONS AND BILATERAL 
TRADE OFFICES, TO BE FOLLOWED LATER BY CONSULAR 
RELATIONS, IS THE MOST PROBABLE SEQUENCE. 
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